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Review of the Past Week
In New York Theaters

By JAMES 8. METCALFE.
New Tcrk. Nov. 28 That recent hys-

terical affliction of the theaters and mov-
ing pictures known as the white-slav-e

drama has just given Its last gasp in
New York. One of the latest of Its plays,
called "The Traffic." was. In desperation,
put on at the New Tork Theater to see
whether there might not be enough in-

terest left in the hackneyed and unsavory
to bring a few dollars to the till of

that theater, which is In a chronic condi-

tion of being out of a job. But it was a
vain effort. No one today cares enough
about these exhibitions of the stews and
slums to pay to see them.

If it were worth while to do It at ail,
this might be the opportune time to write
the history of a general hysteria whose
best known manifestation was the defil-
ing of the stage with material which
commercial managers would never have
dared use except for the support of d

philanthropists snd reformers-Thes- c

persons were either ignorant ot
what they were doing or ready t do any-
thing for the sake of notoriety. Promi
nent suffragists and advertisement seeki-
ng- doctors headed the movement for a
while, and defended these exhibitions
even in the courts, but when they found
that the authorities who were trying to
suppress them were barked up by a
strong and unexpectedly wholesome pub-
lic opinio.! they were forced to retreat
from their unclean crusades.

The most energetic investigator would
find it difficult to discover one particle
of good done by this movement. Nor Is
there any way of finding out the amount
of harm done by the dissemination of
knowledge of the details' of the life of
vice through the picturesque medium of
the stage. Not the least of the harm
done was the general breaking down of
a decent restraint in topics of conversa-
tion and the increase of ignorant credul-
ity ready to deal with matters that baffle
experience and study. Persons Intelligent
in other ways gave full belief to the
"poisoned needle" yarns and other fabri-
cations of hysterical young women stim-
ulated by I he white-slav- e drama and pic-

tures. The only permanent result seems
to have been the writing Into the United
States criminal statutes of a law which
seems particularly calculated to furnish a
potent weapon to blackmailers In official
and private life.

"The Traffic" lasted a week In New
York, and with it is seen what It may
well tie hoped is the last of a systemat-
ic .1 effort to divert the great influenc-o- f

th. stage into very foul channels.
Another Misdirected Effort.

In something the same line of stag.
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Beulah M. Dtt. voicing in a four-scene-

imaginative play. Included In new
bill at the Princeaa Theater, the gen-
eral of the absolute uselesanesa
of the awful suffering that war brings
on those who are In no way parties to
It. Her hero is a soldier has been

simply as a soldier, to flgttt,
to kill, and to destroy. He and his
experiences In lit and In the delirium
consequent on a wound (giving the
play iU title, "Across the Border"),
supply the thread on which the
hangs her exposition of the unreason
of war and detailed Illustrations of Its
horrors. Most of this is an amplifica-
tion of Gen'. Sherman's aphorism, and
her arguments are the familiar ones
lust now receiving In the actualities
of war a far mora eloquent setting
forth than any play could give end
which no play could emphasis. The
dramatic in which th- - author de- - An
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almost impossible to In stunning gowns and to be able to both and well. The leading I"""-- to accept an 111 mark their appearance
IH..I. n m,. nn. Is Teddy Murphy, who Is sunnorted George l)ti Pree. Jerry in stock company now geiher in fourteen years.
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excite or thrill us. and the verboseness
of piece largely defeats the author's
very evident intention to drive home
an argument which Is today appearing
in some or forms in every news-
paper that Is printed.

Other Items la Princess Bill.
The curtain-raise- r in the new Prin-

cess offering is 4 would-b- e gruesome
bit called 'The Denial," with scene
in the deathhouse at Sing Sing. IU
story is convicted about to ""'"" ""."; '"'" here Washington to hi. dra- -

fP" oufe matlc recitals, when seen at hisa.,,than let ageadie, who. sooner )OWest limit the theatrical the other evening,
mother that her son is suffering district and nothing but very un-- 1 T.j, have
the penalty, he is son. usual attraction can lure ver ,n funny my
To prove It he claims he knew goer so far away from center of remember thatson; that he good and the lights New York's on. when recltinc

credit to her bringing up; that he
himself had murdered him, and that
therefore she could erect monuments
her son and his virtues Instesd of go-

ing through life with the belief
he had murderer's death. The
piece is so far outside the limits of
possibility that It falls to carry con-

viction or thrills.
"The Fog" Is far more In the old

spirit of Princess productions. It is
an Ingeniously conceived tragedy of
English lower-clas- s with hus-

band's jealousy as the motive. He kills
the he supposes be his wife's
lover and when the lover comes on

the scene realizes his mistake and
locks the couple In the room with the
corpse, hsving first them that he
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Charles Harris, and numerous others

raent, be replaced by more eerful OFone.
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Daly's Theater, which has been losed
for the past two seasons, and which,
even before closing, had some
time harbored so many failures had
achieved an atmosphere of dingy ainiut Dickens or some one as great
that almost wiped out the memories of fascinatlnc." said Frank Snealaht. who
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should pay for certain expensive changes
required by police and building de-
partments to make the place safe.

To the of even,- - interested
in theatrical matters, an
cauea the Taylor Amusement Company

taken place for time, at stopped talking letleast, cleaned put In corps of Weller the time, sopretty young women In costumes keeping the character looked the
as. unefB. and opened play called rart of the table from which the noiseiosemite No New York manager of ,oe rolling glass came, and when
would such venture particularly ultimately fell to the door made so
In season so full downs, fcUdden movement with fsce thatmostly downs, as this one .udenCc broke into loud laughter.

Mr. whose name appears in
the authorities which the name the
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thor of "Yosemlte.'' was at one time
the husband of Laurette Taylor, who
Is said to have appeared In the play In

of its earlier incarnations-- ; wlik-- oc- -
of curred mostly the West. Mr.scene In secluded corner nstrong based on a arriving in Keenan the..it. r the manner "Madame X." hi.-- ionable restaurant.
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ing In the Yosemlte Valley, named Yus- -
mite, and personated by Mr. Keenan.
with much bad disposition with
forte and occasionally a bit of
tenderness; an equally unpleasant
henchman, who only gets chances in
the kidnapping the mother'
of the papoose, who has neglected to
marry its and the young Amer- -
lean, who, overlooking this fact. Is will-in-

nay. anxious, to repair the mistake
of the papoose's This last is.

'

in private, life. Mr. Calvin Thomas, and
a nice man, even If he does

promise "promus" snd darkness
"darknuss," which causes as
to how he differentiate between
the pronunciation of wet-nurs- e and wit- - i

ness. .
The kidnapping Is done variously at
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produced and seriously, although not
well, acted. It seems too bad' It
cannot be regarded In the same way.
It might have been some years when
mock heroics, too deviltry and
sentimentality were as legltl-- !
mate stage accessories. As It is the play
swings dreariness a sugges-lio- n

to mirth in its serious passages, and
humorous attempts are of the era of

the yellow- - almanac. However, some one
evidently believes ln "Yosemlte," or it
would not be seen on Broadway, even
at Daly's, in the latter part of this year
of grace, 114.

LEADING FEMININE

SPEAIGHT TELLS

ROLE IMPORTANT

The feminine as well as masculine '

element is strong In "King; John" in
j which Robert B. opens his week's
engagement at the Belasco
evening. John is one ot the several plays
of Shakespeare in which cither a male
or a female star can shine similar in
this to "The Merchant of Ven- -
ice,'' "Macbeth," "Romeo and Juliet." '

"Anthony and Cleopatra" some
others. Before Mr. revival of
"King John" there bad been two of

note in America, that of Julius
Brutus Booth and that of Mme. Mod-jesk-

the one a male and the other a
female star.

Modjeska played Lady Constance, and
is said to have found in her one of ne
most sympathetic roles of her entire
career, justifying the estimate of one of
the most enthusiastic of the old com- -
mentators: "When will the reign of Con-
stance cease? When will her power de-
part? Not while this world Is a world,
and there exists in it human souls to
kindle at the touch of genius, and human
hearts to throb with human sympathy. '

Born
The French are born actors, from the

first to the last; they have from early
childhood poses and motions that are
not to be found outside of France, ex-
cept on the stage. Their beating la
theatrical, their language declamation,
their whole manner recalling scenery
and footlights precisely the
produce fewer great tragedians than
other nation ln the world. They are rich
in talents for social drama and the

they have the good fortune of see-
ing a Got and a Coquelin, a Germain
and a Dieudonne. a Geoffroy. Hyacinthe.
I'Heritler. Lassouche. act on the stage
contemporaneously, but they produce no
tragical talents of the first order,

wbo could bear comparison with a
Devrient, a Dswlson. a Kean,
li .ing, Rossi, or Salvlnl. Max Nordau.
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AMUSING EXPERIENCE

"People always want mo to talk about
myself, and I would much rather talk

Kather: I

nearsighted otherwise I should at the
present moment be a soldier. During
my recital I' happened to knock the glass
over. I could hear It roll, but could not
Fee It; and I felt the absurdity of pat-
ting the table all over, as If I were try- -
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"After the recital was over, a gentle-
man came to me and said:

" 'Mr. Speaight. do know what
th. thing did tonight?'

" I said. "Till for one learn-- ,

so much from criticism, adverse or fa-

vorable.'
" 'Why. expression of Sam Weller's

face when that glass broke was de-
lightful. Rut.' he added, 'do break
a glass every nlghtT "

KxacMna Cant-ar- t.

In Ills contract with Ann Murdock. who
was seen in Washington recently in "The

Adventure." Charles Frohman
specified that she was not to patronise
any public tango parlor, that
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Small Talk of the Stage
4a M'hl'h m.rl.a.1 )... ! "Il-- m Ih. -- ma-

let" more than f.OOO times. The Belle of New Tork" is the rea-- Washington this week to renew his
son. former triumphs and meet his

AI Jolaon and his associate nlavers ..... 1 frienda. ..it, .1.1 i .,,ji urace valentine, the actress of the
troubled typist In "Help has., th. winter .:.rrt.n v.w York Wanted."

where "Dancing Around" is now In Its
third month.

The Midnight Girl.'" which ran for
three months at Be3llh btm aoOB .j,e
Street Theater, New Tork, last season
will an early January attraction at

Belasco Thester. The cast Is head-
ed by George McFsrlane and Margaret
Romalne.
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Bernard Shaw's "Pygmalion." Ford, written in collaboration with De.
Mrs. Patrick Campbell, is not set- - , tecties William J. Burns, and produced
Broadway oh fire. I by Robert

Midnight Girl" to the ! the musical comedy,
Belaaco Theater shortly. to National shortly under the man- -

I agement of the New Era Producing
The Columbia Theater will remain Company.
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In the original cast of I.ily." Slavey." In which Mr. Carle scored
which la to be next week's production success,
by the Poll Players, were Nance
O'Neill. Iiran. Florence Nash. Flake Is contemplating a revival
Bruce McRae, and Aubrey Houcicault. of "Tesa of the D'l'rbervilles." bellev- -

ing thst its enactment on motion plc- -

An effort is heing revive ture has interest the
one of the notable plsys written
Dy Henry Arthur Jones. "Michael and

'

,

His AngeL" j Brleux. author of "Damaged
Goods." etc.. has written anChrstle MacDonald. private tlc pr.f3ce a volume of plays ofthe wife of H. U Gillsple. Is the mother Th.alrr. whlch Stewartof a nine-poun- d born ,. are. 1. (fivwuir ii.ti nrrna at lues- - '

cner uill mmntt 'u . ..iI.au ... l." .... .......
after the holidays, with Chris- - F,iu UebV;' .,Ro,ber' B' ,M"n,H'"

himsetie MacDonald in her original role. .leading a

.Elmer- - Retsenstrin. author of "On
Trial," is writing another play.

Wilton Lackaye soon will be seen In
vaudeville.

Joseph P. Blrkerton. Jr.. the manag-
ing director of the New Era Produc-
ing Co.. the owners of "Adele."
which is to be seen at the Na-

tional soon. Is also a well-know- n law-
yer liandMng the law business of many
prominent corporations In New York.
He is also the author of melodrama
called House on the Bluff."

It is not generally known that Rob-
ert B. Mantell is responsible for the
restoration of the fool to the stage
version of "King Lear.' Edwin
Booth played "Lear" without this
faithful attendant of the mad old mon-
arch. ,

"Life" now reaches its fifth at
the Manhattan Opera House. ,

with the certainty that the run
will be continued into the month of
March and quite likely the end of
the regular season
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'Thirty Thousand Leagues Under the
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during his summer vacation, without
the least assistance from professional
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Somerset Maugham's representative
cables that the dramatist will not be
able to write the play promised to Mr.
Frohman he has gone to war

wright.

surgeon
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Granville Baker, the English dram-
atist and stage producer, who re-
garded one of the advanced men
the British stage, come Amer-
ica short There definite state-
ment what brings him here,
though the Stage Society of New York
has announced some productions under

Newman, talker.
will begin his annual engagement

Columbia about middle
January.

Arrangements have Just been com- -

pleted whereby Walker Whiteside will
Dallas Anderson appear there,utn London next where
vival "The Silver Box." by John ",n aajam appear Zangwill's "Melt

one

cot. Arter nis Ljondon engage-
ment this play will visit Bir-
mingham. Manchester. Liverpo-.l- , Dub-
lin, Glasgow, and other provincial
cities. Before returning America he
will i'li: short engagement Lon-
don, appearing repertoire which

'Klorodor.r- according reports, will include "The Typhoon. "Mr. Wu
revived London. The success "We Are King." and

Prosperity Is Here
The long talked of prosperity has arrived. Business picking

up. We are getting busier every day, and we hope others are sharing
in the prosperity which setting with strong tide upon our great
tailoring business.

Full and

"GENIUS OF ESCAPE"
HERE WEEK

Houdlni. senilis of escape, corns

any

This will be first appearance here

electrified the city by getting out the
Gulteau cell under the very eyes
MaJ. Sylvester, police officials and.
a number of witnesses June, IMS.

Houdlni taken the jail hare, strio-pe-

his clothing, locked one
with clothes secured snother.
twenty-si- x minutes he had liberated sev-

eral prisoners, dressed himself and w .ik-
ed into the main entrance

offices and startled them almost
their senses. MaJ. Sylvester mads

a statement the time which went
round the world.

Today Houdlni stands the head
his art. He the creator ore mar-
velous and seemingly Impossible di-e-d

escape than any man living. Yet
has never maintained that he do
the Impossible. He was fettered and
imprisoned a heavily weighted iron
bound box July 1912, and again
July 15, 114, and thrown from ocean
steamship entrance New York
harbor before over 50.000 people and lib-
erated himself bottom the sea.

Iloudlnl's latest mystery of escape
known the water torture cell. He
placed the cell standing his head
with his feet clamped and locked
ankles the center the massive oak.

I and steel cover and lowered Into the
ter. He frees himself less than two

N. Y. HIPPODROME
IS TRYING TEST

Ruby Cutler Savage, who was Last sea-
son one the prima donnas with the
Boston Opera Company, and who
sing role the New
York Hippodrome production "Plr-afora-

National this week, de-
clares that singing operatic role
the Hippodrome the most trying te,t

which submit a singer'.-voic- e

and, incidentally, a singer's nerves.
"The stage and auditorium are vast."

salu she recently, "that you feel like a
crawling ant, by comparison, when you
step out before the audience. You feel

."" e..n .. i . ...... . .... .u . .1 . ...- -
nhviiriln hefor. a nl.v. ". "" ,e " " lne

Is
as of

to to
1) is no

as to

Theater

mechanism the performance, may
express myself, thst sees pre-

posterously presumptuous attempt
do anything alone. The size evert
thing around makes you shrivel
The va."tness overpowering its

you have any conceit
rapidly oozes away, can

you.
"And still splendid training for

the voice. increases your volume.
nis airection some time during the makes attempt, least, get the
winter. iat bit value out each note."
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New t elnaa-c- .

Burton Holmes ha- - coined a new word
for the dictionary. to the pro-
gram on the "Scotland" travelogue to b.
given he will include a "tramorama" of
the streets of Glssgow. This Is a short
series of motion pictures taken from th.
upper deck of one of th municipaly
owncd passenger tramways, something
akin to our trolley car. vet considerably
different, as it glides through the busy
streets of one of Scotland's most intei-estin- g

cities. This, however. Is only an
incident in his travel talk that runs
from Gretna Green to Inverness

The art of acting is midway between
the plastic and pot-ti- art?. I., ssing.

To Encourage and Continue
the Big Business

Offer 500 Fine $25
Suits and Overcoats

to Measure

Styled on 1915 Fashion Lines and Per-
sonally designed by our famous

cutter, Mr. E. F. Mudd.
Choice of the highest grade woolens of the season

including tartan checks, blacks, blues, black and
whites, grays, fancy mixtures and the swellest overcoat-
ings qualities never before offered under $25 made
to your individual measure and guaranteed to fit for

$ 1 4.50. Gill for samples.

M. STEIN & CO. IdfSdf
"New Dress Tuxedo Suits HireJ

THIS

Josephine


